Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair

S. FOSTER
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Stephen Foster (1826-64) was the first great American songwriter, responsible for such familiar songs as Camptown Races, Old Folks at Home
and Beautiful Dreamer. This one was written in 1854 in honour of his wife Jane McDowell, and begins:

I dream of Jeanie with the light brown hair,

Borne, like a vapor, on the summer air...

It is a sentimental love song, which needs to be played expressively rather than too ‘cleanly’.
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