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PREFACE

Night Fantasies is a piano piece of continuously changing moods, suggesting the fleeting
thoughts and feelings that pass through the mind during a period of wakefulness at night.
The quiet, nocturnal evocation with which it begins and returns occasionally, is suddenly
broken by a flighty series of short phrases that emerge and disappear. This episode is fol-
lowed by many others of contrasting characters and lengths that sometimes break in abruptly
and, at other times, develop smoothly out of what has gone before. The work culminates in
a loud, obsessive, periodic repetition of an emphatic chord that, as it dies away, brings the
work to its conclusion. ’

In this score, I wanted to capture the fanciful, changeable quality of our inner life at a time
when it is not dominated by strong, directive intentions or desires—to capture the poetic
moodiness that, in an earlier romantic context, I enjoy in works of Robert Schumann like
Kreisleriana, Carnaval, and Davidsbiindlertinze.

The work is dedicated to the four pianists who jointly commissioned it: Paul Jacobs, Gilbert
Kalish, Ursula Oppens, and Charles Rosen. The commissioning was made possible by a
matching grant from the American Music Center of New York. Funding for the commis-
sioning program was given by the New York State Council for the Arts, the Mary Duke
Biddle Foundation, and the Kaplan Fund.

Paul Jacobs, who organized the project, gave his first performance of the piece in New York
City, November 1981; Gilbert Kalish, his, at the German Badenweiler Festival, November
1982; Ursula Oppens, hers, at the English Bath Festival, June 1980, and Charles Rosen, his,
in Toronto, March 1981.

—EvLLioTT CARTER



PERFORMANCE NOTES

Metronome Markings

Metronome markings indicate relationships between note values before and after the double
barlines. Speeds slightly slower or faster may be chosen, however, the proportional rela-
tionships should be maintained throughout. Consequently, if the opening is played slightly
faster than indicated, all the succeeding sections should be played proportionally faster.

Pedaling Suggestions

Damper Pedal:

1. Holding the pedal down is indicated by a solid line; pedal changes by a caret.

2. Half pedal, or flutter pedal, is indicated by a broken line, with changes marked by a caret.
3. When there is no pedal indication, free pedaling is to be used, but sparingly.

4, “senza pedale” indicates to play without any pedal.

Sostenuto Pedal:
The sostenuto pedal is indicated in the beginning (mm. 3 and 28) but may also be used in
other, similar places.

Una Corda Pedal:
Use as indicated.

duration: ca. 20 minutes
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